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AS we begin our 22nd year of publication of this Journal,
our theme will be that of seeking as yet unexplored (or at

least unreported) areas of aircraft technology to supplement
our traditional material. We are encouraged in this endeavor
by our success last year in receiving numerous papers in the
area of weather hazzards. One author was prompted to state
that this Journal is now "the premier Journal in aircraft
icing." We hope that the numerous articles on weather
hazzards will be of significant value to you.

For some time now, we have been especially seeking good
papers in the area of Reliability and Maintainability (R&M)
of aircraft. The response has not been overwhelming. It is
certainly not a traditional subject for the Journal. Never-
theless, it remains a subject of great concern for commercial
and military aircraft applications. One of the most urgent
needs is a sound economic analysis process leading to clear
investment guidance. Should we put our R&M dollars into
design, production, test, or training? In carrying out such
analyses, are we employing the latest technology, for
example, in integrated fault isolation, detection, iden-
tification? Do new support equipment developments integrate
early into aircraft R&M programs or even carry their own
R&M program? Are field lessons learned on a particular
system resulting in real reliability growth? Can we afford not
to specify full mission profile (simultaneous environment)
testing of new components? Such issues as these should be
discussed in the pages of this Journal. Unfortunately, the
R&M analyst is probably not even aware of this outlet and
forum. As a Journal reader you should take it upon yourself
to contact these analysts in your organization soon and
convince them of the merits of publishing their valuable
results in the Journal of Aircraft.

We will welcome any suggestions you may have regarding
new or unexplpred subject matter for your Journal. What
would you like to see covered in these pages that currently is
not?

The 1985 Team, pictured above, has been selected and
approved by the Publications Committee. They are highly
dedicated to providing prompt, succinct, and accurate reviews
of your submitted papers. They may be contacted to provide
answers to your questions on any matter related to
publication in the Journal. I depend heavily on their
professional attention to the review process in assuring
fairness, quality, and timeliness. They have joined with me in
seeking papers in areas thus far only lightly covered in the
Journal. They solicit your ideas. Please look them up at
meetings and discuss your ideas with them.

We're trying a new approach to identifying and obtaining
papers from appropriate meetings. Authors presenting papers
in aircraft-related sessions will receve a memo from us asking
them to review the scope of the Journal and, if their papers
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appear to them to be appropriate, to send them to Dr. Weeks
for ''log-in" and review. Papers out of scope will be for-
warded to the appropriate Journal Editor. This procedure has
resulted in a 30% increase in submittals in 1984. The idea for
this approach came from Elaine Camhi, our highly talented
Managing Editor, and my thanks go to her for attending to
the details.

While on the subject of thanks, please note that our capable
Senior Editor, Rick Horgan, has left AIAA. Until a
replacement can be found, Elaine will pick up the load. We
hope that this won't last long. We'll miss Rick's help and
attention to detail. I've already mentioned Elaine's creativity
and willingness to juggle many spinning plates. If you have a
particular question about your paper, I'd appreciate it if
you'd not bother Elaine but call or write me instead (or
contact the Associate Editor assigned to your paper). As
Director of the Editorial Department, Norma Brennan
continues to amaze me with her professional skill and per-
sonal touch. Norma carefully applies the direction given by
the Publications Committee, fully responsive to the cost and
schedule imposed and to the idiosyncracies of the Editors-in-
Chief, and gets the job done (as if by magic). My hat is always
off to Norma.

Elaine is ably assisted by her staff, including Editorial
Assistant Karen Goodstein, Journal Art Director Janet Hill,

and Charlotte Parrott, who handles composition. Many
thanks to all of these capable people. We don't see them at
meetings. If you visit the new Headquarters location, please
look them up.

The Publications Committee has grappled with many
important issues this year under Bill Heiser's guidance. I
would like to especially recognize Dr. Billy McCormac of that
Committee for his suggestions regarding the active search for
good papers on atmospheric hazzards. Dr. Craig Simcox, one
of our Associate Editors, got the ball rolling.

If you check the inside front cover, you'll note our In-
ternational Board of Editors. These individuals serve in their
respective countries in the role of AIAA representatives for
the Journal. Authors may contact them with questions of
style, grammar, content, etc. They also seek good papers
representing current significant work in their countries. The
Journal welcomes submittals from all countries.

Finally, I come to our Reviewers, whose names (as of
October) appear below. They were selected by our Associate
Editors for their ability to provide objective, comprehensive
reviews. We owe the quality of the Journal to these dedicated
individuals.

Thomas M. Weeks
Editor-in-Chief
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